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Introduction to Risk Assessment Inspection 

A full Risk Assessment for the purpose of public liability insurance has been 
undertaken by Allianz Cornhill and commissioned by the English Heritage. 

This Risk Assessment has been undertaken with particular attention given to school 
party visits and the type of risk that can normally be assumed to be associated with 
young children whilst within the Castle and its associated grounds. 

This particular Risk Assessment is nothing more than a careful examination of what, 
in the Castle and its grounds, could cause harm to young children, staff, and visitors 
so that one can weigh up whether enough precautions have been taken or whether 
more are required prior to a school visit or visit by members of the general public in 
order that any potential risks are reduced, as far as is reasonably practicable.  

The aim of this assessment is to make sure that no one gets hurt. 

Caution should always be exercised with children on ‘field trips’ and supervision 
provided by the school remains paramount at all times. 

The basis of British health and safety law is the Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 
1974. 
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The act sets out the general duties, which employers have towards employees and 
members of the general public etc. 
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These duties are qualified in the Act by the principle of ‘do as far as is reasonably 
practicable’. In other words, the degree of risk needs to be balanced against time, 
trouble, and cost and in this case the physical difficulty of taking measures to reduce 
or avoid the risk. 

What the law requires is good management and common sense: that is, to look at 
what the risks are and take sensible measures to tackle them. 
 

Castle Rising Castle 

Castle Rising Castle is one of the most important twelfth-century castles in England. 
The stone keep, with particular fine arcading and embellishments on the fore building, 
was built around 1140, by William D’Albini to show increased importance on his 
marriage to Alice of Louvian, widow of Henry I. 

Although the main section of the roof no longer exists the walls are fully intact, and 
some of the rooms are in near perfect condition. This together with the massive 
earthworks, reaching in some places to 120 feet high, ensures that the Rising is a 
castle of national interest. 

In its time Rising has served as a hunting lodge, royal residence, and for a brief time 
in the eighteenth century even housed a mental patient. 
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The most famous period in its history was when it was home to Queen Isabella the 
mother of Edward III, following her part in the murder of her husband Edward II. 
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Records show that she was visited at Castle Rising on a number of occasions by her 
son Edward III. After Isabella’s death the Castle was used as a hunting lodge by the 
Black Prince who spent considerable sums on restoration and improvement. 

 

The Castle passed to the Howard family in 1544 and it remains in their hands today, 
the current owners being a descendant of William D’Albini II.  
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Inspection Findings 

01 Access 

Fault Description: Trip Hazard 

Entrance to the Castle and its grounds are through a double opening ‘cow-gate’. The 
entrance road is of a compacted sandstone type material and there are a number of 
small potholes. (See photo ‘A’)  

                      Photo ‘A’              Photo ‘B’ 

Control Measure: 

Children should not be left in this area, as it is the main entrance to the Castle 
grounds and to the parking area as illustrated within photo ‘B’. 

As part of normal maintenance, level and backfill any potholes. 

Risk Rating: LOW 

Hazard Severity x Likelihood of Occurrence = Risk Rating 

           2          2          4   
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02 Boundary 

Fault Description: Puncture Hazard 

The car park and surrounding grounds as illustrated below, are protected from 

hedgerow of a bramble type that has thorns. 

 
            

Control Measure: 

Children should not be permitted to play in close proximity to the hedgerow. 

As part of normal maintenance, trim any protruding thorns etc.  

Risk Rating: LOW 

Hazard Severity x Likelihood of Occurrence = Risk Rating 
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          2         1          2 

03 Toilets                                                                                                                                                        

Fault Description: Slip Hazard 

The toilet block as illustrated below includes for disabled and baby-changing facility, 
could through treading during periods of rain have wet floors. 

 
                                                       
                                                           

Control Measure: 

Visitors should only use the facility as intended to reduce the risk of slipping. 

Regular checks of the facility by Castle Rising Castle personnel to include for 
rectifying any wet floors.   

Risk Rating: LOW 
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Hazard Severity x Likelihood of Occurrence = Risk Rating 

          3          1           3 
4. Car Park          

Fault Description: Impact / Crushing / Slip Hazard 

The parking area as illustrated below can be slippery during periods of rainfall. The 
very nature of the facility poses risks through the entry, parking and exit of motor 
vehicles. 
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Control Measure: 

Children should not be allowed to play in this area and if applicable, after 
disembarkation all visitors should vacate the area as quickly and safely as possible. 

Risk Rating: LOW 

Hazard Severity x Likelihood of Occurrence = Risk Rating 

         3          2          6 

   
05 Access 

Fault Description: Trip / Slip Hazard 

The main access to the Castle and its grounds are via a footpath of compacted 
sandstone type material. The footpath has cast stone sunk into it to protect against 
erosion, however there is some erosion to the side of the cast stone creating a possible 
trip hazard. During periods of rainfall there is the potential to slip along the banked 
grass verge that borders the footpath. 
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Control Measure: 

Children and all visitors should enter the grounds via footpath only and care should 
be exercised to take account of the undulations within the footpath. Heels would be 
best kept to a minimum on the shoe. 

As part of normal maintenance, backfill the eroded area to the footpath. 

Risk Rating: LOW 

Hazard Severity x Likelihood of Occurrence = Risk Rating 

          3         2          6 

06 Access 

Fault Description: Trip Hazard 

There are some footpaths within the Castle grounds of a compacted sandstone type 
material. The footpath is retained with wooden shuttering and its design is to retain 
the stone to within the footpath and stop migration (See photos ‘C’ & ‘D’). 
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Consequently, there is a small risk of tripping when leaving the footpath to join the 
grass boundaries.  

 

                                                        Photo ‘C’ 
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                                                            Photo ‘D’ 

Control Measure: 

Children and all visitors should take care when passing through or leaving a footpath 
and running should not be permitted. 

As part of normal maintenance, any erosion to the footpath should be back filled to 
reduce the amount of undulation. 

Risk Rating: LOW 

Hazard Severity x Likelihood of Occurrence = Risk Rating 
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          2          2          4    

07 Access 

Fault Description: Trip / Slip Hazard 

The grounds are surrounded by a moat of significant height as illustrated below. 
There is a risk of tripping over molehills and slipping when the surface is wet after a 
rainfall etc. and potentially tumbling down the moat embankment. 
 

Control Measure: 

Children and all visitors should take care when on the moat peak and running should 
not be permitted. 

As part of normal maintenance, level and backfill any molehills. 

Risk Rating: LOW 

Hazard Severity x Likelihood of Occurrence = Risk Rating 

         3          2          6     
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08 Access  

Fault Description: Falling Hazard 

Entrance to the Castle inner grounds is via a footbridge. The bridge does has meshed 
fencing on both sides to reduce the risk of falls, however it is possible to climb up or 
lean over one part of the wall as illustrated below.  

                                                         
Control Measures: 

Children and all visitors should not climb or lean through the gap in the wall. 
  

Risk Rating: LOW 

Hazard Severity x Likelihood of Occurrence = Risk Rating 
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          4          1          4  
    

09 Access 

Fault Description: Falling Hazard 

There is access to a turret within the inner grounds of the Castle, as illustrated below 
and it is possible to climb up or lean through the opening within the turret as 
illustrated within photo ‘E’ page 15. 

                                                       

Control Measures: 
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Children and all visitors should not climb or lean through the opening in the turret. 

 

Last review: January 2016 
By: Graham R. Shatford



                                                        Photo ‘E’ 

Risk Rating: LOW 

Hazard Severity x Likelihood of Occurrence = Risk Rating 

          4     1          4 

10 Access 

Fault Description: Trip Hazard 

There is access to the top of the moat via a wooden stairwell with treads of compacted 
sandstone type material. 

 
                 

Control Measures: 

Children and all visitors should take care when accessing or exiting the top of the 
moat via the stair well, and the step handrail should be used at all times. 
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As part of normal maintenance, any erosion to the steps should be back filled to 
reduce the amount of undulation and ensure that the tread is level with the vertical 
retaining board as to reduce the risk of tripping.  

Risk Rating: LOW 

Hazard Severity x Likelihood of Occurrence = Risk Rating 

          2                   2                                        4  
          

11 Access 

Fault Description: Trip Hazard 

There is a risk of tripping over molehills within the Castle grounds. 

 

                                                            
Control Measures: 

Children and all visitors should take care whilst wandering the grounds and to reduce 
the risk of twisted ankles etc. children should not step directly onto a molehill.  
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As part of normal maintenance, level and backfill any molehills. 

Risk Rating: LOW 

Hazard Severity x Likelihood of Occurrence = Risk Rating 

          2          2                                       4 
  

12 Access 

Fault Description: Entrapment Hazard 

The Castle has two natural water wells; one within the grounds as illustrated below 
and one within the Castle basement. Both wells have a protective iron grate to stop 
falls into the well. There is however a risk of a limb (leg) entrapment should a child 
who is standing on the iron grate loose their footing and the leg slips into the opening 
of the iron grate. 

 

Last review: January 2016 
By: Graham R. Shatford



                                                          

Control Measures: 

Children and all visitors should not step onto the iron grate at any time. 

Risk Rating: MEDIUM 

Hazard Severity x Likelihood of Occurrence = Risk Rating 

          3          3          9   

13 Access 

Fault Description: Falling Hazard 

There are the remains of an early Norman Church within the Castle grounds and 
entrance and exit to the Church ruins are via a stairway as illustrated within photo 
‘R’. There is a risk of falling should children climb the ruin walls as illustrated within 
photo ‘S’. 

               Photo ‘R’                  Photo ‘S’ 

Control Measures: 
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Children and all visitors should enter and exit the church ruins via the wooden 
stairway only and should not be allowed to climb upon the ruin walls. 

As part of normal maintenance, the stairway and surrounding fencing should be in 
good order.  

Risk Rating: LOW 

Hazard Severity x Likelihood of Occurrence = Risk Rating 

          3          2              6 

14 Access 

Fault Description: Falling Hazard 

There are the remains of a 14th century chapel within the Castle grounds as illustrated 
below. There is a risk of falling should children climb upon the ruin walls.   
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Control Measures:  

Children and all visitors should not climb upon the ruin walls. 

Risk Rating: LOW 

Hazard Severity x Likelihood of Occurrence = Risk Rating 

          3          2              6 
15 Access 

Fault Description: Projection Hazard 

There are trees within the Castle grounds as illustrated below that have as a 
consequence of the particular type of species, branches at low level. There is a risk of 
children scratching their face or eyes should children run around beneath the tree. 

                                                           

Control Measures:  

Last review: January 2016 
By: Graham R. Shatford



Children should not be allowed to run around beneath the tree. 

Risk Rating: LOW 

Hazard Severity x Likelihood of Occurrence = Risk Rating 

          2          2              4 

16 Access 

Fault Description: Tripping Hazard 

There is an archway within the basement of the Castle as illustrated below that has an 
elevated surface. This surface could be used for access to view the external grounds 
through the missing masonry in the Castle wall. 
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Control Measures: 

Children should not be allowed to access the elevated surface without the supervision 
and assistance of a responsible adult. 

 Risk Rating: LOW 

Hazard Severity x Likelihood of Occurrence = Risk Rating 

         3          2          6 
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17 Access 

Fault Description: Falling Hazard 

Access from the basement to the upper levels of the Castle is via a narrow spiral 
staircase and there is a risk of falling particularly when descending the stairs due to 
the helix of the steps. 

 

                          

Control Measures: 

Entry and exit should always be undertaken in one direction only and the outside edge 
of the steps should be used where there is a rope handrail and the step is at its 
broadest. A responsible adult should lead the exit in order to reduce the risk of a fall 
and on entry there should be a responsible adult at the rear to reduce the risk of a fall. 

Risk Rating: LOW 

Hazard Severity x Likelihood of Occurrence = Risk Rating 

         3          2          6 
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18 Access 

Fault Description: Trip / Falling Hazard 

The ‘Wall Passage’ as illustrated below has undulating floors that present a risk of 
tripping and the balcony has wrought iron barriers to reduce the risk of falls. 

 
           

Control Measures: 

Children and all visitors should not run along the ‘Wall Passage’ and should not 
climb up the protective barriers. 

Risk Rating: LOW 

Hazard Severity x Likelihood of Occurrence = Risk Rating 

          5          1           5 
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19 Access 

Fault Description: Trip / Impact Hazard 

The ‘Kitchen’ and ‘Passage to Garderobes’ as illustrated below has undulating floors 
that present a risk of tripping and low arches that present a risk of impacting a head 
whilst passing through. 

 

Control Measures: 

Children should not be allowed access without the supervision and assistance of a 
responsible adult. 
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Risk Rating: LOW 

Hazard Severity x Likelihood of Occurrence = Risk Rating 

         3         2            6 

20 Access 

Fault Description: Falling Hazard 

The wooden footbridge across the ‘Great Hall’ is of significant height and whilst the 
bridge has iron protective rails on both sides to reduce the risk of falls, it is possible 
to climb up or lean over the railing.    

 

Control Measures: 
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Children and all visitors should not run along the ‘Wooden footbridge’ and should not 
climb up or lean over the protective barriers. 

Risk Rating: LOW 

Hazard Severity x Likelihood of Occurrence = Risk Rating 

          5          1           5 

21 Access 

Fault Description: Falling Hazard 

The Chapel ‘Antechamber’ has an open arch that can be used to view into the Great 
Hall. It is possible to climb up or lean over the ledge to acquire a better view.  

 

Last review: January 2016 
By: Graham R. Shatford



Control Measures: 

Children and all visitors should not should not climb up or lean over the open arch 
ledge.  

Risk Rating: LOW 

Hazard Severity x Likelihood of Occurrence = Risk Rating 

          5          1           5 

22 Access 

Fault Description: Falling Hazard 

The ‘Basement’ of the Castle can be viewed from the Chapel and Great Chamber. It is 
possible to climb up or lean over the ledge to acquire a better view.   
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Control Measures: 

Children and all visitors should not should not climb up or lean over the open arch 
ledge.  

Risk Rating: LOW 

Hazard Severity x Likelihood of Occurrence = Risk Rating 

          5          1           5 
23 Access 

Fault Description: Falling Hazard 

The Castle grounds can be viewed from the Chapel ‘Antechamber’ and it is possible 
to climb up or lean over the protective barrier.   
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Control Measures: 

Children and all visitors should not climb up or lean over the protective barriers.  

Risk Rating: LOW 

Hazard Severity x Likelihood of Occurrence = Risk Rating 

          5          1           5 

24 Access 

Fault Description: Trip / Impact Hazard 

Entrance and exit to the ‘Keep Forebuilding’ is via a low arched doorway that 
presents a risk of impacting a head. There is also a step to the entrance that presents 
a tripping hazard. 
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Control Measures: 

Children and all visitors should take care and not rush when entering or exiting the 
‘Keep Forebuilding’.  

Risk Rating: LOW 

Hazard Severity x Likelihood of Occurrence = Risk Rating 

          2          2           4 
25 Access 

Fault Description: Trip / Impact Hazard 

There are narrow passages and undulating floors on the ‘Upper Chamber’ that 
present a trip and abrasion hazard. 
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Control Measures: 

Children and all visitors should take care and not rush when entering or exiting the 
‘Upper Chamber’  

Risk Rating: LOW 

Hazard Severity x Likelihood of Occurrence = Risk Rating 

          2          2           4 

26 Access 

Fault Description: Falling / Trip Hazard 

Exit from the upper levels of the Castle is via a narrow spiral staircase and there is a 
risk of falling particularly when descending the stairs due to the helix of the steps. 
There is also a risk of a trip due to the undulations in the steps particularly the first 
step. 
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Control Measures: 

Entry and exit should always be undertaken in one direction only and the outside edge 
of the steps should be used where there is a rope handrail and the step is at its 
broadest. A responsible adult should lead the exit in order to reduce the risk of a fall 
and on entry there should be a responsible adult at the rear to reduce the risk of a fall. 

Risk Rating: LOW 

Hazard Severity x Likelihood of Occurrence = Risk Rating 

         3          2          6 

27 Access 

Fault Description: Slip Hazard 
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The ‘Basement’ floor has a loose stone covering and there is a risk of slipping.  

 

Control Measures: 

Children should take care and not rush when entering or exiting the ‘Upper 
Chamber’  

Risk Rating: LOW 

Hazard Severity x Likelihood of Occurrence = Risk Rating 

          2          2           4 

28 Access 

Fault Description: Slip / Falling Hazard 

The stairs within the ‘Keep Fore-building’ have narrow and uneven treads that are 
open to the elements and presents a risk of slipping or falling.     
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Control Measures: 

Children and all visitors should take care and not rush when entering or exiting the 
stairs within the ‘Keep Fore-building’. The door as illustrated at the top of the 
stairwell is not used as a means of access and consequently, when the stairs are wet 
or icy due to the elements access to the stairs should be avoided.   

Risk Rating: LOW 

Hazard Severity x Likelihood of Occurrence = Risk Rating 

          3          2           6 

29 Access 

Fault Description: Slip / Falling Hazard 

The Castle has an angled base that can be climbed upon and presents a risk of 
slipping or falling. 
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Recommended Action: 

Children should not climb the angled base.  

Risk Rating: LOW 

Hazard Severity x Likelihood of Occurrence = Risk Rating 

          2          2           4 

Risk Management Guidelines 

Risk Matrix 

Key 

Therefore:- LOW – MEDIUM can be judged at numbers 4 –12 
           and MEDIUM – HIGH can be judged at numbers 13- 20 

CALCULATING RISK 

  Severity of Injury (1) x Likelihood of Injury (2) = Risk 

                               Probability 
Severity

5 4 3 2 1

5 – Severe Injury 25 20 15 10 5

4 – Major Breakage’s 20 16 12 8 4

3 – Minor Breakage’s 15 12 9 6 3

2 – Cuts / Abrasions 10 8 6 4 2

1 – Negligible 5 4 3 2 1

HIGH 19 – 25

MEDIUM 7 – 18

LOW 1 – 6
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SCORING RISK – Interpretation 

Risk 
Score

Risk Category Castle Rising Action List 

1 - 3 Very Low Risk Monitor

4 -7 Low Risk Monitor and take reasonable and Practical 
action if required.

8 - 12 Medium Risk Take action to reduce if possible, or 
available.

13 - 20 High Risk Take action as soon as possible to 
implement control measures or conversions.

21 + Unacceptable 
Risk

Remove or immobilise immediately before 
taking immediate action of control or 
conversions and re-assessment on 
completion. 
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