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ENGLISH: Creative writing on: building the castle

attack/defence of the castle: ‘The Battle of Castle Rising’

The story of William ‘Stronghand’ D’Albini and the lion
Queen Isabella - the she wolf of France: her memories
Personalities and intrigues of various early Dukes of  Norfolk.

MATHS: Calculate/estimate amount of earth moved to dig the earthworks 
Measure height of the Keep using trigonometry
Calculate volume of stone used in the Keep: thickness of walls etc.

Estimate the quantity of the stone brought by barge from 
Northamptonshire (Barnack Limestone)  

Find and weigh some stone of a similar density 
- calculate the weight of the stone transported. 

Calculate how much more than a skilled craftsman was Queen Isabella’s 
income (4d. a day v. 3,000 pounds a year).  

Use of base 12 and 20 to convert pre-decimal  into modern currency.

ART: Sketch details of the site: incl materials: rubbings of different surfaces,
details of cut stone and carvings etc.

Heraldry: examples of ‘Stronghand’ D’Albini and ‘Flodden Duke’ 
- events in the lives of the individuals contributing to the 
   symbolism of seals/arms.

Design an appropriate coat of arms for yourself or your own family.

Try to RECONSTRUCT a scene from the castle’s past.  Put back in the 
buildings and structures you think were there but have since

disappeared.
Put in some people in the correct dress.

GEOG.: Study maps of the area and the site itself to explain the advantages of it’s 
position as a defensive stronghold.

Find Barnack on the map to see where the Limestone came from.

SCIENCE: Predict what would happen to a heavy object dropped from the top of the 
walls when it hit the BATTER.  Test your theory by dropping a

tennis ball!
Note: No ball games allowed it the castle grounds so ask first!


